CHAPTER   IV.

A   VISIT   TO    PARIS.

IS72.

N the last week of May, 1572, the
Earl of Lincoln, at the head of
a brilliant company, left Lon-
don for Paris on a special mis-
sion from Queen Elizabeth to
King Charles the Ninth of
France. In his party was, ac-
cording to the wording of the passport issued in
the Queen's name, "her trusty and well-beloved
Philip Sidney, Esquire, licensed to go out of Eng-
land into parts beyond the seas, with three servants,
four horses, and all other requisites, and to remain
the space of two years immediately following his
departure out of the realm, for his attaining the
knowledge of foreign languages/*

The young traveller took with him a letter of
introduction from the Earl of Leicester to Mr.
Francis Walsingham, her Majesty's regular ambas-
sador at the Court of France. "I have thought
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